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President, Earl St Aldwyn	

Active in the local community 
Serving Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages.	

Autumn Newsletter – November 2015	

2015 has been another very busy year for the League with our volunteers working hard on fundraising and 
helping us to deliver our services to the community.  We continue to be forever grateful to our volunteers and to 
the local community for their continued and generous support.	

A brief summary of our activities over the year is set out below. 
	

For full up to date information about the League including news, 

upcoming events and 100 Club winners please visit our website 

www.friendsoffairford.org.uk	

 
FUND RAISING 

2015 House To House Collection 
The collection raised £18939 including Gift Aid.  This was another amazing and excellent result and is only £800 
less than last year.  A big thank you to all our collectors and to everyone in the community who continue to show 
their support through their generous donations.	

Charity Shop 

The Charity Shop is expected to raise at least £11,000 for the League this year which will be a great result and is 
significantly more than last year. This success is due to the team of shop volunteers and to John Bird who 
manages the shop. We are also very grateful to the community for the amount and quality of stock that is 
donated. 
 
John Bird our Shop Manager retired at the end of October and the League is sorry to see him go and are grateful 
for the 4 years in which he made the shop a success.  We are fortunate to have been able to recruit Debbie Ash, an 
experienced charity shop manager, to take over from John and we look forward to the shop continuing to deliver 
valuable returns through Debbie's leadership and the continued support of our volunteers. 

100 Club 

The 100 Club continues to be well supported with 90 members in 2015 and this has raised £540.  It has also 
generated £540 in prize funds and there have been 10 lucky winners to date.  The final draw for 2015 will be 
made towards the end of November when two more lucky winners will be announced.  	

Subscriptions are now due for 2016 so if you have not set up a direct debit for the 100 Club please send your £12 
to Paul O’Shaughnessy, Treasurer, Scissor Cottage, Turville Barnes, Eastleach, GL7 3QB.  

If you want to set up a Direct Debit or have not yet joined and are interested in doing so then please refer to our 
website (www.friendsoffairford.org.uk) or contact Christine Barker for further details. A Direct Debit will ensure 
being included in the draw every year.  Please submit new applications and subscription renewals by 31 
December. 
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2015 Fund raising events:	

• Jazz Swing Band Picnic on 11 July raised £1500.  Our thanks go to Earl St Aldwyn for letting us use the 
gardens at Mill House which provided a lovely setting for this enjoyable evening.	

• Italian night on 9 November at the Colosseo Restaurant.  At the time of writing this event is still to happen 
but all tickets have been sold so it promises to be a very enjoyable evening and a minimum of £570 should be 
raised. 

• Cirencester Golf Club – Jayne Worthington the 2015 Ladies Captain chose the League as the Ladies Section 
Charity of the year.  The funds raised are yet to be finalised and a minimum of £1000 should be realised.  

 

Please do not forget our next fund raising event: 

• The League’s Christmas Bazaar at Fairford Community Centre, 21 November 10.00 till 12.00–.  Christmas 
cards, raffle tickets, cake sales, book stall, refreshments, etc. will be available.	

 

Fairford Football Club  

Fairford Football Club has chosen the League as its Charity of the year 2015/16 and we look forward to a number 
of fundraising events over the next 10 months. The benefits to the League will include: 

• One bucket collection as part of a themed home game in support of the charity  
• Coverage of charity events in club's match programme and online  
• One fundraising match staged at the end of the 2015/16 season at Cinder Lane  
• One fundraising event held at Cinder Lane during the season  

The League is very pleased that the Club has chosen it as their Charity of the Year and we look forward to a close 
association over the coming football season.  To have the opportunity of working with a Football Club that has 
served the local area for nearly 125 years is very exciting and it will help us continue to provide our much valued 
services to the community. 

Christmas cards and raffle tickets 
  
These are now on sale at our Charity Shop and Fairford Hospital.  They can also be purchased at our Christmas 
Bazaar on the 21 November when the raffle will be drawn.  There are over 15 prizes to be won in the raffle 
thanks to the generous donations from our local businesses.   
 
The prizes are: 
 
£100 cash prize plus vouchers from Fairford Opticians, Fairford Therapy Centre, The Plough Fairford, Lechlade 

Garden Centre, Restaurant Colosseo, Cutler & Bayliss, 7a Coffee Shop, Joss Hairdressers, Cotswold Wildlife 
Park, Cotswold Farm Park, The Bloom Room Lechlade, The Christmas Shop, Lechlade Pharmacy, Enntwine Gift 

Shop, Fairford Butchers, Lechlade Motor Company and Bibury Trout Farm.	

************* 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES 

The League’s primary services are its operations in the community and these activities are financed from the 
proceeds of the fund raising events and from the donations that we receive.  We continue to spend approximately 
£70,000 in delivering these services. 

Home Nursing 

The League of Friends Home Nursing service has continued its excellent work. Much of this deals with end of 
life care and is provided at no cost to the patients or their carers.  The last inspection by the Care Quality 
Commission was in October 2014 and they confirmed that all standards were being met.  Their Report 
documented many highly complementary comments from people who use the services ranging from ‘’their 
standard of care is excellent’’ to ‘They came so quickly at very short notice, the care was excellent, I couldn’t 
fault it’’	
 
We are very fortunate to have such an excellent Home Nursing Team who provide this level of support in the 
community and we are extremely grateful to Celia Kennedy, Emma Kennedy, Sally Salter, Christine Lunney and 
the team of Home Nurses. 

Prospect Hospice 

Our agreement with Prospect Hospice in Wroughton near Swindon has been renewed.  This costs the League 
£25,000 and enables access to Prospect’s full range of palliative care services for the patients of both Fairford 
and Lechlade GP practices. 

Foot Care Clinic 

We fund the Foot Care Clinic at Fairford Hospital which last year cost us approximately £3500 and this service 
continues to be much appreciated. 

Counselling 

Counselling is not generally funded by the NHS and we have continued to subsidise the cost of the counselling 
service held at Fairford Surgery.  Patients from both Lechlade and Fairford surgeries can access the service 
through their GPs.  The cost of this service last year was approximately £8000. 

We have also agreed to support student counselling services at Farmors School and have provided £5000 towards 
the School’s student counselling costs this year.  This has been well received by Farmors and it will also help the 
League to raise its profile within the community’s younger generation.	

Volunteer Car Service 

The car service is as busy as ever with drives to the local surgeries as well as to the Cheltenham, Gloucester, 
Swindon, Cirencester, Moreton, Oxford and Bristol hospitals. We have about fifty drivers but do need more to 
help us continue this service. We are on a recruitment drive to increase this number so if you have some spare 
time and would like to help out please come and join us, you will be very welcome.  This is a very important 
service as a lot of our elderly patients could not get to their hospital and doctor appointments without us.  We do 
over 700 drives a year.	
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Drugs Delivery. 

We continue to provide a free delivery service for patients in the outlying villages who obtain their prescriptions 
from the Fairford Practice dispensary but are unable to collect for themselves. 

Edna Dawes Lunch Club	

The Lunch Club continues to meet on Mondays and Wednesdays in Fairford Hospital providing the opportunity 
for those who find it difficult to get out to socialise with others. We are grateful to Shirley Rice and Kate Barnes 
for leading the Lunch Club so successfully and to the committed band of volunteers.  The Club only survives 
because of the commitment from our volunteers and we are always looking to increase the numbers.	

If you think you can help either with driving the mini bus or with helping at the Club sessions then please do get 
in touch with us.	

Fairford Outpatients Clinic 

The Out Patient Clinics at Fairford Hospital continue to be well used and is an extremely valuable facility to the 
community which is fully supported by the League of Friends.  The Clinics see over 5000 people a year and this 
contributes enormously to bringing medical care closer to home for many in our community.  This year the 
League agreed to fund: 

• A TV for the antenatal group that meet at the Hospital.  This will assist with training and advice for 
young families. 

• A replacement spirometer for use at the Respiratory Clinic.  This will reduce the number of patients being 
referred to Swindon Great Western Hospital as it will enable additional medical examinations to be 
undertaken at Fairford. 

First Responders 

The First Responders help to save lives in our rural community, again staffed by trained volunteers who attend 
call outs which are very varied and not just to the most serious or life threatening. The League continues to 
provide funding support for equipment and training. 
 
Fairford Young At Heart Lunch Club 
 
The League continues to fund the Fairford Young At Heart Lunch Club this year which is organised by Memory 
Clubs UK C.I.C., a non-profit Community Interest Company.  The Lunch Club is held every third Tuesday of the 
month at Fairford Community Centre and runs from 12.30 till 4.30pm.  It provides entertainment and social 
activities and lunch is available for £3.50.  It has been operational for over a year and welcomes visitors who feel 
they could benefit from the advice and activities available within its membership. 
 

 

************* 
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CHANGES 

Administrator to the Management Committee 

As many of you know Julie Zarczynski has stepped down from her role as Administrator for the League after a 
very successful 7 years.  We thank Julie for her work and commitment to the League during this time.  After an 
interview process we appointed Christine Barker to the post of Administrator on the 1 September and the 
Management Committee very much look forward to working with her. 
 
We are also very pleased to advise that as part of looking at the Administrator post it was decided to separate out 
the payroll element of the work as this is very different to an administrator/secretary role.  In so doing Julie has 
agreed to stay on with us and will be responsible for running the payroll for our nurses, shop manager and EDLC 
supervisors. 
 
Treasurer 

Paul O’Shaughnessy has decided to step down as Treasurer and from the Management Committee after the AGM 
in 2016 as he wishes to devote more time to his many and varied interests.  Paul has been Treasurer for the last 6 
years and has done an outstanding job in managing the League’s investments and accounts.  His commitment, 
support and dedication to the Management Committee and the League has been invaluable and he will be sorely 
missed. 

We shall be looking to find a new Treasurer before the next AGM and if anyone wishes to express an interest in 
this rewarding role please contact Paul or Graham Hewitt. 

************* 

REMEMBER – WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS - CAN YOU HELP?	

We URGENTLY need more collectors for the House to House collection next year as well as volunteers for 
the Charity Shop, Edna Dawes Lunch Club, First Responders and the Car Service Drivers. Please contact 
Christine Barker if you are interested in helping us. (07767	408409 or email fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk )	

HELP US MANAGE OUR COSTS 

To help keep our costs down we prefer to distribute our newsletter by email. If you would like the League 
to send future newsletters/information by email please forward your address to fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk	

 
Graham Hewitt     

Chairman:  Graham Hewitt - 01285 851022 mailto:graham.hewitt@yahoo.co.uk 	

Treasurer:             Paul O’Shaugnessy - 01367 850262  mailto:paulatscissor@btinternet.com	

Administrator: Christine Barker - 07767	408409 fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk	

Website:  www.friendsoffairford.org.uk	


